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I the world hate you, ye know that it hated me before it hated you. 
If ye were of the world, the world would love his oun: but because ye are 
not of the world, but I have chosen you out of the world, therefore the 
world hateth you.”—JoHN 15: 18, 19. 
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OPEN LETTER TO DR. BROUGHER IN THE NEWS, 
CHATTANOOGA, TENN. 


BY PRESIDENT BEN E. RICH. 


Rev. J. Waitcoms BroucHeEr, 
CHATTANOOGA, TENN. 


My Dear Sir: 

Upon my return from Chicago, Friday evening, my attention was 
called to an article in The Chattanooga News of December 18, 1899, 
purporting to be a partial report of a sermon delivered by you, in your 
church, the First Baptist, on the subject of “Mormonism and Polygamy.” 
I take it from what parties who were present have told me that the 
report is substantially correct. [ am an Elder in the Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter-day Saints, in charge of the “Mormon” missionary work 
in the south, head-quarters in this city, and as a representative of the 
people whom you have without foundation so unjustly charged with being 
all that is unholy, I feel it a duty, as far as possible, in a short letter, to 
disprove your unwarranted attack. With a desire to be fair I hope, as 
a matter of justice, that you will deign to read and consider what follows 
as a reply to the very unkind things you have said about an honest, God- 
fearing people. There are two sides to every question and the good book, 
which you claim to take for your “rule of faith and practice,” says he that 
judgeth a matter before he heareth it is not wise. 

It is apparent, from the newspaper report, that you are either wofully 
ignorant of what the world has pleased to nick-name Mormonism, or else 


— —öE⸗ͤ-ů — — 

— —— k HAQBE－k&ñu kk ͤ ͤ 
——. — — —¼-— — mꝛ——ö ä ͥꝗ—äÜ—êͤ— 
— ' . — — — — — Bn:ià —- —ę— — !—-¼ uyę.t —y:ͤ —ę.—ñB 
! ĩ̃ —ꝛ—ꝛ-j̃̃̃ü ũ ũ —- ᷑• ñ1¹— —2—ę—n t. —U—E—— —tf E —ͥn 

— — 


322 LATTER-DAY SAINTS MILLENNIAL STAR. 

you are filled with prejudice and prompted by sinister motives. Certainly 
no intelligent, fair-minded person would make the statements attributed 
to you on that Sunday evening, in this enlightened age, if only a casual 
investigation, of the subject in hand, had been made. We admit, that 
like the saints 1800 years ago, we are everywhere spoken evil against, and 
your sermon has the appearance of being conceived in the gall of bitter- 
ness, and contains all the earmarks of certain tracts that have been writ- 
ten and widely distributed by our enemies. The News stated that you 
handled the subject without gloves, and I trust that if occasionally, in 
the course of this letter, I exhibit the bare knuckles, you will not be 
offended. I assure you that my only desire in writing this is to set you 
right, if you are after truth, on the question of salvation; and to correct 
the genera] impression “can any good come out of Nazareth” created 
against my people by the many falsehoods circulated about them. 

Your first misstatement is that “Mormonism is based on a tissue of lies.” 
Did you have the Bible in view when you said this, or where did you 
obtain the information? Had you, before delivering your sermon, ever 
conversed with a “Mormon?” Have you ever read any of our works, 
treating on the founding and the fundamental principles of the religion 
you are seeking to belittle and trample in the mire? You failed to quote 
any authority for this extraordinary assertion, and surely you would not 
go to the writings of a Methodist minister, or the writings of some enemy 
of Mormonism as authority on our belief. If you wished to learn of the 
Catholic faith would it be fair to obtain your information from a Presby- 
terian clergyman? In all fairness should not the rule you apply to others 
apply to us? You have surely quoted from our enemies. By using that 
rule of reasoning we can even do away with the resurrection of the Master, 
for did not the Roman soldiers say that Christ was not resurrected, but 
that while they slept the friends of the Redeemer came and stole the body 
away? Only the friends of Christ said He was risen, and you build your 
faith on what our Savior and His friends said. In handling this question 
why did you not take the Bible, “the rule of your faith and practice,” 
and expose “Mormonism” principle by principle? Perhaps you have 
profited by the experience of others before you, and are too wise to under- 
take so large a contract? Our faith would be popular to-day if it had 
only a form of Godliness, and we defy you or any other man, to prove 
from the Bible, or the great book of reason, that “Mormonism is based 
on a tissue of lies.” 

You say that Joseph Smith was an idle, vicious, disreputable young 
man, etc. Again, we ask from what source did you receive your informa- 
tion? Again the answer comes back from our enemies. Joseph Smith 
was an honest, sober, industrious young man, and we can furnish just as 
many reputable witnesses to this effect as you can furnish that he was the 
embodiment of all that was bad. Why, the enemies of our Savior said 
He was a winebibber, a blasphemer, etc. Did that prove Him such? In 
the case of Christ you would answer no, but in the case of Joseph Smith 
we presume you would say yes. According to a brass tablet, found in 
the year 1280 among a quantity of records of the Kingdom of Naples, in 


4a 

{ 

j 

| 

| 

* 


LATTER-DAY SAINTS MILLENNIAL STAR. 323 


the city of Aguilla, Pontius Pilate sentenced Jesus to be nailed to the 
cross for six reasons, as follows: 


71. Jesus is a disturber of the peace. 

“2. Jesus has taught the people sedition. 

“3. Jesus is an enemy of the laws. 

“4. Jesus calls Himself the Son of God. 

“5. Jesus calls Himself the King of Israel. 

“6. Jesus disturbed the worship of the temple by leading a mob of 
people with palms in their hands.” 


This sounds very much like the usual charges made against Joseph 
Smith and the Mormon Elders, at the present time, does it not? Joseph 
Smith sealed his testimony with his blood. He was dragged before the 
courts of the land, by his enemies, some forty-eight times, and the courts 
always pronounced him not guilty. Go to the court records and see. His 
enemies admitted they could not reach him through the law, and declared 
that powder and ball should. 

Evidently you have heard of the Book of Mormon, for you mention it. 
Get one and read it, and then you will be better able to tell what the 
Latter-day Saints claim for that sacred book. You claim the Book of 
Mormon found its origin in the old Solomon Spaulding MSS. Your refer- 
ence to this long since exploded theory as accounting for this book gives 
one who is the least bit informed a key to the ancientness of the falsehoods 
from which you preached your sermon. After you have read the Book of 
Mormon go to Oberlin college, Oberlin, O., and there examine the old 
Spaulding MSS, and compare the two; then if you are wise, you will 
never re-hash that old dried up argument again. The Book of Mormon 
does not conflict in points of doctrine with the Bible, and it gives a 
history of the people who once inhabited this continent, accounting for 
the origin of the American Indians. 

You again display your ignorance of the subject in hand when you say 
that we place Joseph Smith above Jesus Christ. A greater falsehood 
never was told, but we are pleased to inform you that we believe Joseph 
Smith to be a prophet of God, and that he was the instrument in the 
hand of God in restoring again the Gospel to earth. Is thisacrime? If 
we believed more in Joseph Smith than in Jesus, would we not have 
named the church after him, as some of our enemies have named theirs 
after their founders, instead of calling it the Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter-day Saints? You know on one occasion the saints were asking 
Paul about the second coming of our Savior, and Paul in second Thes. 2: 
3-4, said that He (Jesus) was not to come until or except there becomes a 
falling away first, showing that there was to be an apostasy from the Gospel. 
Space will not permit me to quote the many other passages in the Bible 
proving that there was to be an apostasy, and that in the latter days a 
restoration was to take place, as per the dream of Nebuchadnezzar inter- 
preted by Daniel, and according to Revelations, 14th chapter, 6th verse, the 
restoration was to be made by an angel. Now, if that restoration bas not 
been made, it is yet to be made, and believers in the Bible at least should 
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be looking for that angel which was to fly through the midst of heaven. 
No doubt you believe that we are living in the Jatter days, and we ask, is 
there anything unreasonable, especially if we consider Holy Writ, in our 
claiming that the angel seen by John has flown, appeared to Joseph Smith 
and thus fulfilled the prophecy that the Gospel was to be restored? We 
can give you an abundance of scripture to prove our point, and if you 
would read our literature you would have a much more intelligent con- 
ception of “Mormonism and Polygamy.” To truth seekers, those who are 
willing to lay aside hatred, and prejudice, and investigate, we say we are 
prepared to give reason and scripture to prove every doctrine we advocate. 
Robert Ingersol says, in his “Best Argument Against Christianity,” that 
there is more proof for the miracles of Joseph Smith than there is for 
those performed by Christ. . 
Another proposition laid down by you is “its doctrines are likewise 
pernicious and blasphemous.” Then you quote from the Journal of Dis- 
courses and dilate upon our belief in the materiality of God, etc. We are 
very sorry to know that you deny the existence of a God that is to some 
extent comprehensible, and you again make yourself ridiculous, in the eyes 
of those who know something of both sides of the question. You put it 
down as blasphemy to believe it possible that we, the children (remember 
children) of God, can become like unto our Father. Did you ever analyze 
“Our Father which art in heaven?” Your “rule of faith and practice” 
says man was created in the image of God. It further says that Jesus, 
our elder brother, was in the image of God, so much so that He said “he 
that hath seen me hath seen the Father.“ Why did He say this? Because 
Jesus was inthe “express image” of the Father, and in seeing one, we 
would virtually see the other. Jesus had flesh and bones, a body like ours, 
and the Bible informs us that He ascended into heaven after His resur- 
rection, having the same body that He had at the time of His crucifixion. 
Jesus was so much like other men that He was called the carpenter’s son, 
and for daring to say He was the son of God His enemies hanged Him on 
the cross. Now, as Jesus was like we are, and is like we are, having a 
body of flesh and bones, and is in the express image of the Father,.must 
not God have a body of flesh and bones? How will you twist the Scrip- 
ture to make Him out otherwise? What do you think of Jesus becoming 
so corrupt as to eat fish after His resurrection? Are you prepared to say 
He did not? Do you remember that the angel said (Acts 1: 11), “Ye 
men of Galilee, why stand ye gazing up into heaven? this same Jesus, 
which is taken up from you into heaven, shall so come in like manner as 
ye have seen Him go into heaven.” Jesus went away into heaven with a 
body of flesh and bones. Do you think He will return, as promised, with 
a body of flesh and bones, or do you think he will be justashadow? Now, 
is it blasphemy, according to scripture, to believe God to be a tangible 
being, with body, purts and passions? Are we criminals, and to be ostra- 
cized from society, for believing in the Bible? We refer to a living, prac- 
tical belief. In your researches of the Bible perhaps you have relied a 
little too much on “Commentaries” (private interpretations of the scrip- 
ture), and if you will call at our office we will be pleased to point out to 
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you many essential truths which apparently have escaped your notice, 
and which space will not permit giving in this short communication. 

You will remember that the “wise men” took issue with Jesus, and 
that He chose the illiterate fisherman to be His chief apostle. Is it not 
possible that the “wise men” of to-day might learn wisdom pertaining to 
salvation from the humble “Mormon” Elder? Pardon the digression. [ 
said that you denied the existence of a God, and if the above is not suff - 
cient I will now prove it to you. You are in a worse condition than the 
infidel, because he says “I don’t know,” while a definition of your God implies 
a pure and simple “nothing,” an “immaterial” being. You charge us of be- 
lieving in a material God“ gross materiality” you call it, a God with body, 
parts, and passions, etc., which from what you have read above, you will 
see we are pleased to acknowledge. From your charge we can take it in 
no other way, and arrive at no other conclusion than that you believe in 
a god without body, parts, and passions, and as the definition goes, no- 
where present yet everywhere present, etc. The definition of your God 
reminds me of a story. At a circus one clown asked a brother clown if he 
had ever seen “nothing.” The answer was in the negative. Well, says 
the first, I will show it to you, shut your eyes. The second shut his eyes 
and the first says, “What do you see?” The answer came “nothing.” 
“Just as I expected,” said the first, you have seen it, open your eyes.“ 
Now Brother Brougber shut your eyes and what do you see? “Nothing” 
of course, well that’s he. The mysterious Santa Claus is “not in it” 
with such a being. Let me ask now seriously, can you conceive of any- 
thing “immaterial?” Pray how are we to know a being without a body, 
parts, or passions? John says it is life eternal to know God, but itis a 
puzzler to figure out how we can know a being that is everywhere present 
and yet nowhere present. Are you not mistaken? Of course the things 
of God are understood by the Spirit of God, but it surely would take a 
very strong pair of spiritual spectacles to see a being that is nowhere 
present, without parts, or body to see. Perhaps you will turn away from 
this in disgust, and impatiently say that I don’t understand the beauty 
of your God, but how can I understand the beauty if it has none? Can 
you figure anything but zero out of it? Come, be honest, (if you can’t be 
decent) and forsake your idol. | 

There are many passages in the Bible to prove that God has a body, 
parts and passions, flesh and bones just as have his children. For instance 
Adam heard the voice of the Lord, Gen. 3: 9,10. He must have a voice, 
God talked with Noah, Gen. 13: 21, and remembered Noah, 8: 1. So he 
must have a mouth, tongue, and a memory. Abraham ate and talked 
with the Lord, Gen. 18, Jacob saw God face to face. Moses talked to Him 
as one speaks with a friend, Ex. 33: 11. Moses saw His back parts, Ex. 
23, the heavens are the work of thine hands, Heb. 1: 10, and John says 
in Revelation lst chapter, that God has a head and that He has hair like 
wool. From these passages we learn that God has a face, back parts, 
head, hair, hands, etc., and it ought to be conclusive evidence of God 
being a reasonable being. Then the Bible is full of passages telling us 
of the love, mercy, hatred, etc., of our Father in Heaven which are all 
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passions are they not! We have referred to only a few quotations on 
this point, but before closing the subject I cannot refrain from quoting 
Deut. 4: 28 which says that the time should come when the children of 
Israel should so far degrade themselves as to worship “gods, the work of 
men’s hands, wood and stone, which neither see nor hear, nor eat nor 
smell.” Can you get any inference from this scripture other than that 
God is possessed of all these faculties? Are you certain you are not an 
Israelite, come to fulfill the above prophecy? Can you show one passage 
of scripture to show that God has neither body, parts, nor passions? No 
you cannot. 

You make the terrible charge that we believe in many Gods. We 
solemnly plead guilty to believing in many Gods. If this is a crime it 
is time for a new translation of the Holy Scriptures. Does not the good 
book say “and God said, let us make man in our own image.” What are 
you going to do with the words “us” and “our” in this scripture? Does 
this not prove a plurality of Gods? Ex. 16: 11 says, “Who is like unto 
thee, O Lord, among the Gods.” Deut. 10: 17: “Lord your God is God 
of gods, and Lord of lords.” Paul also refers to the King of kings and 
the Lord of Lords, I Tim. 6: 15, also see 2 Chron. 2: 5, Psalms 86: 8, Dan. 
2: 47, Dan. 4: 8, Dan. 11: 36. If you desire any more scripture on this 
subject we will be pleased to give you chapter and verse. Notwithstand- 
ing we believe that there are many Gods, we worship only one God, the 
Father of Jesus Christ. Our enemies do not put it in this light, do they? 
The devil is anxious to have you believe a lie and be damned. 

[TO BE CONTINUED.} 


CHURCHES FAILING. 


THe New York Herald has taken pains to gather statistics showing the 
percentage of the so-called “Christian,” and “non-Christian,” population 
of the city of New York. The figures are somewhat startling even when 
it is known that the influence of the various churches is declining. 

According to an estimated census of 1896, out of a total population of 
3,102,544, there were 255,617 Protestant church members, or about 8 per 
cent; Catholics, Jews, etc., constituted about 27 per cent., and the remain- 
ing 65 per cent. of the population, or 1,372,000, were “non-religious” 
people, not connected with any church. 

Tokio is the second largest heathen city of the world, but its population 
is placed at 1,200,000 as compared to New York’s 1,372,000 non-church 


goers. 

The Herald further points out that in 1845 the evangelical church 
membership was 13.5 per cent. of the people, while in 1890 this had 
dwindled to 8.8. And this condition seems to be general. In San Fran- 
cisco the Protestant population is estimated at 5.8 per cent. In one ward 
in Brooklyn with a population of 23,000, there is no Protestant church. 
In South Dakota, the Protestants number 1 to 233; in Indian Territory 1 
to 227; in Alaska 1 to 3,461. 
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It would, of course, be unjust to conclude that all who are not regis- 
tered in a church record, are agnostics. There probably is an ever increas- 
ing number who refuse to subscribe to any of the antiquated creeds and 
ceremonies, and yet believe in and practice some of the fundamental 
principles of Christianity. Yet, there can be no doubt of it, infidelity is 
on the increase, fostered by the aggressive work of higher criticism and 
its numerous allies no less than by the ever increasing love for things 
belonging to this world, coupled with indifference to that which is of 
eternal value. 

A careful study of the religious statistics, as gathered by the New York 
Independent of January 4, shows that nearly the entire religious force 
has suffered a collapse. The average increase during the past two years 
is given as one per cent., while the population probably increased nearly 
two per cent. And, remarkably enough, most of the gain has been among 
the colored churches of the South, and with the small denominations. 

The larger denominations—the Methodists, Baptists, Presbyterians and 
Congregationalists, seem to have lost their vitality. The Methodists show 
a most marked spiritual decline. The following, which is from an article 
by a clergyman in the Christian Cynosure gives a fair idea of the situa- 
tion: 


“I quote from the Presbyterian report: The gain for the year ending 
April 1, 1899, was about 9,000, while for the year ending April 1, 1894, it 
bn —— Many reasons have been given for this check in the increase 

members. 


This is the report of the Congregationalists: 


“The latest statistics are for the year 1898. They show that the denom- 
ination is making little progress temporally, and in some respects is 
re ing. This is quite apparent when we see that the increase was 
bat three-tenths of one per cent., that the Christian Endeavorers had 
fallen off 13,000 and their benevolent contributions $552,405—about thirty- 
three per cent.” 


Of the Baptists the writer in the Cynosure says: 


“Of the Baptists, the growth of the whole is about equal to that of the 
pulation, but as the colored Baptists of the South seem to have had a 
large increase in ministers and churches there is reason to think that the 
white Baptists of the North have but little more than held their own. 
Like their brethren, they have participated in the general decline. The 
United Brethren (Liberals) report a falling off of about seven per cent.” 


We need not speculate upon the causes of this decline so noticeable at 
the end of a century that has been marked by numerous religious “reviv- 
als.” There are many apparent causes. The fact is not to be hidden, and 
it is difficult not to reflect upon it in connection with the great pretense 
to “Christian” morality set up by those who signally fail to attract the 
people by their ethical standards. The leaders of the Jews were never 
more clamorous for the maintenance of their whited sepulchres than 
shortly before the earthquake that ended the old dispensation. Is history 
merely repeating itself? Have we merely heard a noise indicating that 
the building is falling!—Deseret News. | 
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THURSDAY, MAY 24, 1900. 


THE SCOFIELD DISASTER. 


THE latest advices from the mining disaster at Scofield, Utah, on May 1, 
places the death list at 260, and it is believed there are no more bodies in 
the mine. This is the only disaster of the kind in Utah and the most 
destructive that has ever occurred in the Western part of the United States. 
It has cast such a gloom over the State as has never been felt before.. The 
scenes at the mine as the bodies were brought out were heartrending in 
the extreme. Many of the bodies were shipped home to different parts 
to be consigned to their last resting places by their sorrowing relatives and 
friends. The men who escaped the calamity with others from surrounding 
regions worked manfully to recover the bodies, which must have been a 
very trying task with the stench from within and the wailing of wives and 
children, fathers and mothers, and brothers and sisters without. 

There are about 75 widows left with their fatherless children in the 
immediate neighborhood, besides many whose homes were in other parts. 

lt is gratifying to learn of the prompt action taken to prevent suffering 
of those who were left without means of support, by the breadwinners 
having been so suddenly cut short in their endeavors to supply their loved 
ones with the necessaries of life. Car-loads of provisions were subscribed 
and forwarded to the scene of disaster, besides cash subscriptions to pro- 
vide for the future of the lonely sorrowing widows and fatherless children. 
Committees were formed to receive and disburse this fund, which at last 
accounts, on May 8, amounted to $85,113.37, with subscriptions still coming 
in. The liberality displayed in giving substantial aid rather than mere 
expressions of sympathy, indicates the true Christian spirit. As Paul said to 
the Corinthians, so it might be said in cases of this kind: “God loveth a 
cheerful giver.” | 

It is true that money cannot fill the void made by the loss of loving 
husbands, fathers or sons, but it can do much to prevent a double burden 
falling on those stricken hearts. 

That spiritual consolation so much needed in times of sorrow was not 
lacking, for Apostles Geo. Teasdale, Heber J. Grant and Reed Smoot, with 
President Seymour B. Young of the Seventies, besides Ministers of other 
denominations were on the ground to render aid and to give consolation by 
holding memorial services with the mourners and those who survived the 
the dreadful calamity. 


Although so far away we unite with our brethren and sisters in heart- 


—— — — — - — — — * — — = — — — — — — 
—— 
— — — —— — 
— — — — — — — — — — — 
K——v——⅛—¾0. —yt:n —ę᷑Tn 


LATTER-DAY SAINTS MILLENNIAL STAR. 329 


felt sympathy and condolence for the bereaved, and our prayer is that He 
who “tempers the wind to the shorn lamb” will send down on their hearts 
that comfort of His Holy Spirit which alone can soften and assuage such 
grief as they are called to bear. aw 


YESTERDAY we received a copy of The Advertiser of Accrington, of May 
22, containing our second article in answer to Rev. J. G. Sutherland’s 
sermon on the “Mormons.” We desire to express our thanks to the 
editor for the broad-minded spirit of fair play exhibited in publishing, 
without fear or favor, both sides of the question. This is the more con- 
spicuous when we take into consideration the extreme narrow-minded 
bigotry of many papers in dealing with the “Mormon” question. Their 
columns areopen to any salacious falsehood against an unpopular people, but 
as close as the editors’ stony hearts to anything in refutation of such filtb. 
No one can better appreciate such kind treatment than can the Latter- 
day Saints, and all fair-minded people must honor those who are willing 
to accord justice to all, — of * opinion. A. W. 

Tun Anchor Line s.s. 1 from 8 on May 10, 1900, with 
returning Elders on board, arrived at New York on the Llst, with 
all well. 


— — 


Cuierks of Conferences would confer a * by sending in reports of 
their conferences for publication as soon as possible after the close. 


RELEASES AND APPOINTMENTS.—President Charles Woolfenden of the 
Leeds Conference, Jos. H. Painter, Nottingham, Wm. R. Gedge, Norwich, 
and Louis Williams, Henry John and Edward Thomas, Welsh Conference 
have been honorably released to return home May 31, per 8.8. Dominion, 
from Liverpool. 

President Geo. Ruff of the Nottingham Conference has been honorably 
released to return home per s.s. New England from Liverpool, June 7. 

President Jas. Briggs of the Manchester Conference has been honorably 
released to return home per s.s. Vancouver from Liverpool, June 21. 

Elder Brigham Y. Benson has been appointed to preside over the Leeds 
Conference, Elder James M. White over the Manchester Conference, and 
Elder Stephen W. Walker over the Nottingham Conference, 

Elder Charles R. Bailey of the Newcastle Conference has been hanor- 
ably released to return home at his pleasure after June 1. 


‘TRANSFER.—Elder Jos. Holland has been transferred from the Newcastle 
Conference to the Birmingham Conference. 


IRH Conrerence Nortice.—The Irish Semi-Annual Conference of the 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints will be held in the White 
Hall Buildings, Ann Street, Belfast, on Sunday, June 3, 1900. Services 
will commence at 10:30 a. m., 8:30 and 6:30 p.m. All are invited. Seats free. 
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FROM PRESIDENT JAS. L. McMURRIN. 


PRESIDENT J. L. McMuRRIN writes as follows from Bergen, Norway, 
under date of May 15, 1900: 


I left Christiania last Wednesday in company with President Peterson, 
our destination being Bergen via Drammen and Larvig; we held an 
excellent meeting at Drammen, after which we took train for Larvig, re 
maining thereover night. From this point we sailed for Bergen, touching 
at Christiansund, Ekersund and Stavanger. After a sail of two days and 
nights we arrived at Bergen, and were grected by President Garff. Bergen 
is a city of 70,000 people, it is nestled among the hills on one of Norways 
numerous fiords, and is surrounded by some very picturesque scenery. 
The mountains near by make me think of those giants that tower above 
the homes of the Saints in the land of Zion. 

“We have just finished a most excellent Conference here. There are 
115 souls in this neighborhood connected with the Church, and there are 
nine missionaries. Twenty have been baptized since last Conference, and 
the prospect for further additions are splendid. The Saints have provided 
a feast here to-night for the Elders, and we shall remain to be present. 
To-morrow night we sail for Aalesund where we hold meeting in the evening 
following, then we board the steamer again for Trondhjem where the last 
of this series of Conferences in Scandinavia will be held. My first 
appointment in Germany is on the 25th inst. at Kiel. I will need to 
travel almost night and day to get there in time.” 


NEWCASTLE CONFERENCE. 


THe Newcastle Semi-Annual Conference of the Church of Jesus Christ 
of Latter-day Saints was held in the New Assembly Rooms, Shields Road, 
Heaton, Sunday, May 20, 1900, Meetings commencing at 10:30 a.m., and 
2:30 and 6 p.m. President F. A. Mitchell presiding. 

There were present: Presidents Platte D. Lyman and Henry W. Nais- 
bitt of the European Mission, and all the Traveling Elders of the New- 
castle Conference. 

After the usual opening exercises, President F. A. Mitchell made an 
opening address welcoming all to Conference. He then presented the 
general authorities of the Church, and the Presidency of the European 
Mission, also F. A. Mitchell as President of the Newcastle Conference, and 
F. B. Williams as clerk. The following Elders aleo were sustained in their 
respective districts: F. B. Williams and Zenos Whittaker, Newcastle ; 
George H. Toone and Parley F. Smith, Pelton, Spennymoor and Durham 
districts; Samuel B. Tenney and David Pennman, Carlisle; Heber G. 
Morrell and Samuel H. Webster, Hebburn; Christopher Holland, Charles 
R. Bailey and Charles A. Hall, Shields; Joseph H. Holland and George O° 
Webb, Sunderland; Joseph H. Haslam and Joseph Webb, Hartlepool ; 
Frank Jacobs and Andrew J. Poulsen, Middlesbrough; Martin C. Rigby 
and Cyrus E. Snell, Darlington, and F. B. Williams as clerk of the confer- 
ence meetings, all of whom were unanimously sustained. 
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The following statistical report for the six months ending April 30, 
1900, was read: Number of branches, 2; Missionaries from Zion—High 
Priests, 2; Seventies, 18. Local Priesthood—Elders, 22; Priests, 8; 
Teachers, 10; Deacons, 10; members, 283; children under eight years of 
age, 88; total number of souls, exclusive of missionaries from Zion, 419. 
Tracts distributed—from door to door, 35,326; at open air meetings and 
otherwise, 10,477. Books distributed—sold, 183; loaned, 230; given away, 
36. Strangers’ houses visited—with first tract only, 10,504; by first 
invitation, 294; by re-invitation, 747. Gospel conversations, 1,998. Meet- 
ings held—hall, 335; cottage, 70; out-door, 11; Sunday school sessions, 69; 
M. I. A. meetings, 14; Priesthood meetings, 18. Baptisms, 13; confirma- 
tions, 13; ordinations, 5; children blessed, 12; emigrated—over 8 years 
of age, 2. Died—over eight years of age, 1; under eight years of age, 2; 
received, 3. New subscribers for Star, 6. 

President Henry W. Naisbitt occupied the remainder of the time speak- 
ing principally upon Authority and the duties of the officers of the church. 

2:30 p. m. President Platte D. Lyman occupied all the time, speaking 
upon the religion and labors of the Latter-day Saints and the necessity of 
continuous revelation. 

6 p.m. Bro. White of Darlington, who has just recently been baptised, 
bore his testimony and said he was pleased to have had the privilege of 
joining the church. 

President Naisbitt was the next speaker. He spoke on the first prin- 
ciples of the Gospel and their relationship to each other and the neoces- 
sity of Divine Authority to preach the Gospel. 

President F. A. Mitchell then made a few closing remarks, which were 
very interesting and appropriate. 

There was a good attendance of both Saints and strangers at all three 
meetings, the hall being well filled in the evening, about one third being 
strangers. At the conclusion quite a number of strangers stopped for a 
few minutes and expressed their satisfaction and appreciation of the force- 
ful and inspired discourres they had heard. 

An instructive and soul-inspiring priesthood meeting was held on Mon- 
day at the conference house. All of the Elders bore a faithful testimony 
and expressed their desire to press forth and do all in their power to 
further the work of the Lord. 

A social gathering was held on Monday evening in the Rutherford 
Assembly Rooms, where a very enjoyable evening was spent in listening 
to a well rendered program and social chats. 

F. B. WLIAMS, Clerk of Conference. 


AMONG THE CONFERENCES. 


A REGULAR Liverpool rain on the the morning of the 5th inst., and then 
the sun came out in May-day glory as a fitting preparation for that “day 
of days,” when this city turns out for various reasons its wondrous ex- 


hibit of unsurpassed horses, a day which calls out its teeming population 
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into the streets and constitutes a regular gala for the juvenile population, 
which covers every promising point of observation, from the electric light 
post to the reachable elevations afforded by any monument on the path of 
the annual procession. 

The mayor in his robes, surrounded by municipal and other grandees, 
with social, financial and commercial magnates occupied the eastern 
approaches to the grandly, classical St. George’s Hall. On the flanks of 
this array of official and unofficial dignity were the varied proteges of 
municipal and philanthropic largess, who looked on in irrepressible 
wonder as the bedecked animals exhibited the effects of blood, care, 
institutions and money. The show was never excelled, and the populace 
never lined the route of travel as they did that festal day. 

We passed through this jostling concourse, this roar of voices, this 
arena of competitive horse-flesh, of which the city is so justly proud, flags 
made gay the selected streets, bands played with unusual fervor, and as 
the tradesman’s section of this glorious pageant was moving through the 
street, we—President Lyman, Elders Naisbitt, Wootton and Smith—boarded 
the forty minutes train for Cottonopolis, the undisputed center of that 
industry which sends its products round this globe once built of God for 
mand. 

In the open country with a well washed atmosphere and earth, the scene 
was enchanting, to the south-east the Cheshire highlands were plainly 
seen, and in the half-hazy distance the outline of the hills in picturesque 
North Wales, in the other direction, nearly north, beyond that rich prairie 
land of Lancashire, probably once covered by the sea, were the blue ranges 
reaching toward the Lake district and far-off Cumberland. As the train 
sped on, cricket groups, as if forestalling summer, were in suits of white 
which made a beautiful contrast to the verdant fields; very few trees are 
on the Moss proper, but approaching and beyond that (redeemed or 
unredeemed) the hawthorn hedges were green from their base to their 
tips and many fruit trees were in full bloom, while garden spots, clean 
and trim, made murky Manchester more repellant as we rushed into its 
perennial smoke, it was not raining, although unkindly critics say that it 
rains there three hundred days in the year at least. We found its crowded 
streets pleasant, as they always are on Saturday night, and its grand shops 
were tempting the wage earners with unusual attraction. Pres. James 
Briggs had kindly come down to meet us aud soon we were escorted to 
Turkey Lane for thenight; pleasant greeting was had from Sisters Briggs, 
Fletcher and Violet; the brethren were gathering and all on the gus vive 
for the Conference. 

Fifty thousand hand-bills had been circulated, and Oldham was antici- 
pating an invasion of Elders with three meetings on the Sabbath. The 
brethren had worked and had secured besides the best hall in town; Saints 
had come from many surrounding branches and Elders from several out- 
side Conferences. The meetings were excellent, a choir mainly of fresh © 
young voices, gave zest to the singing, and while fine weather would have 
given larger congregations, many investigators and strangers had a treat 
as well as did the Saints. The Council meeting was very successful and 
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the entertainment was so excellent that we had much regret in leaving it 
and the Saints before its conclusion. 

The mission loses another energetic and devoted President with Brother 
Brigg’s release, he has been like a Patriarch among the Elders and a Father 
among the Saints; there are some twenty-three Elders in the Manchester 
Conference, active, stirring and ready for tracting or street preaching, 
the season for which is now advancing, so that the in-coming leader will 
find his hands full and his thoughts taxed to meet the times and take 
advantage of the opportunities. 

We had the hospitality of Brother and Sister Collins, and visited Sister 
Walker who is known far and wide. Luncheon was served in the hall, and 
our only suggestion is an earlier hour for evening meeting, so that Saints 
from a distance may get those return trains which on Sundays are not 
specially convenient. At 1 a.m. we landed safely at “42” with pleasant 
memories of President Briggs, the Elders, Saints and the meetings at 
the Unity Hall of Oldham. We were gratified by shaking bands with 
the father of Elder B. R. Birchall], who although not strictly a missionary 
is yet one under the Conference President in all activity and willingness 
to work in the great cause of human redemption. 

Commend us to a drizzling day and an excursion train and you have 
the conditions of Saturday, 12th inst., as we swept in discomfort from the 
borders of the Mersey to the rocky mountains of southern Yorkshire. In 
passing through Victoria Station, Manchester, on Saturday evening the 
semblance of humanity to an ant hil] is in some respects perfect, people 
rushing hither and thither in apparently inextricable confusion, yet every 
individual with a purpose, policemen are besieged, guards are approached, 
every ordinary porter is held for information; “What time does the 6:30 
train leave for Leeds?” “Is this the train for Halifax?” “Will you book 
my luggage on for Southport?” “Is the Huddersfield train late?” “Tickets 
all ready?” Passengers are half bewildered, officials are patient, excite- 
ment and flurry passes as the green flag waves for a start, and the bustle 
of Victoria Station is supplanted by clouded landscape and a fresher air. 

Leaving Rochdale we dash into the numerous tunnels, emerging con- 
secutively into the midst of green fields sloping in all directions, stone 
walls, stone houses and stone factories, stretching from the valley to the 
hill-top, surely there is a salvation for this section, for “it is founded on a 
rock ;” little villages once, and in the early far off days, nestled by the 
water course, now they have become veritable hives of industry, and have 
climbed beyond the mountain tops, terrace above terrace, streets by the 
acre, now stretch into the fields of childhood, and the whirling spindles, 
the towering chimneys, the lordly church, and the humble conventicle have 
their places with the pubs,” and the shops find an almost omnipresent 
permanence where semi-solitude but lately held dominion; work is fairly 
brisk, marriages are innumerable, children are like leaves in the forest, 
and clog music is in the air from 5 a.m. till “dewy eve.” 

Again enterprise hews its way through the rocky range, and for escape 
from unidealized ventilation, we feel glad as the swaying train curves into 
the station, where President Woolfenden waite to escort the Liverpool 
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trio—Elders Lyman, Naisbitt and Wright—to Thirkill Terrace and the 
kindly ministrations of untiring Sister Heaps. What a time of hand-shak- 
ing to be sure, Elder Webb from Norwich, Elder Joseph F. Smith from 
Nottingham, Elder Morris and Brother Parkinson from Barnsley, Elder 
Webb from Newcastle, Elder Hill from Accrington, Elders Quayle and 
White of the Liverpool Conference, to say nothing of President Woolfen- 
den himself, the host of Elders under his jurisdiction, and many Sisters 
and Saiuts from the uttermost bounds of a generally compact Conference! 
Retiring was more early than late, and the neighborhood as well as the 
local Saints were heavily taxed for accommodation. How many meals were 
provided at the Conference house vanquishes the arithmetic of the scribe, 
but into one good sister’s house he went and found a full round dozen had 
tasted and tested the hospitality of Sister Jackson, and others had gone 
several miles for preparatory rest. 

The Conference was unique as to attendance, morning good, later 
meetings nearly filled the gallery, and no finer congregation in England 
has hung upon the spirited words and testimonies of the Elders, which 
will linger long in memory like the pealing of silver bells; general satis- 
faction was expressed and the home phraseology was often repeated, 
“Well, this is the very best Conference I ever attended.” It was grand, and 
the Priesthood meeting of the following day was an unusual one, President 
Chas. Woolfenden had to be released and his successor appointed, which 
was determined in the selection of Elder B. H. Benson to that trying and 
responsible position. The retiring President has made a fine record; 
system, order, good natured dignity and willing work have been the 
characteristics of a successful mission. There has been unity and active 
accord among the brethren of the ministry, still more the Sainte have 
had the missionary spirit, and the Conference now stands, by the blessing 
of God, the most pre-eminent for baptisms and membership in Great Britain. 

The usual entertainment was as successful as the Conference; good 
singing, good recitations, and a good spirit to the last. Midnight brought 
us again to the head-quarters, full of sympathy, full of joy and full of 
blessing for all who by their presence, by their hospitality, and by the 
exercise and consecration of their powers in the Gospel, made the Confer- 
ence one to be long remembered. 

Leaving Bradford we journeyed to the Shibden valley for a visit with 
Mrs. Lewis N. to some unknown kindred, Mr. and Mrs. Cabert and family 
and a visitor, Mr. Lowe, listened intently to our description of the U. 8. 
in general and Utah and Mormonism in particular. We had a pleasant 
time, and after feasting our eyes and inner sense upon the lovliest land- 
scape yet seen in this mother of nations, we soon found ourselves in 
Halifax with a brother and his family, who were all glad to see us. There 
we had, after many anticipations, the long desired pleasure of meeting 
with Sister C. E. Thomas, her daughters Katie and Ethel, and her son 
Kendal ; they are the family of Hon. R. K. Thomas of Salt Lake City, and 
for the present are the guests of the Naisbitt family in Halifax. As 
might be expected from antecedents of the Sisters Thomas in Utah, they 
have been active in the meetings and among friends here in England and 
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Wales, and when their visit ends a good influence will be left wherever 
they have been. N. 


THE PURPOSE OF PREACHING. 


A CORRESPONDENT in Weber County directs our attention to remarks, 
which he claims are not infrequent, made by some of our Elders while 
addressing public audiences. Instead of explaining and throwing light 
upon the doctrines of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, 
they attack and ridicule the tenets of other churches. We are requested 
to give our opinion upon this course of procedure. 

We have no hesitation in stating that we regard that kind of preaching 
as highly improper. Indeed it has been denounced by revelation and 
commandment. It is condemned in the Doctrine and Covenants. The 
Elders have been repeatedly cautioned to abstain from attacking other 
denominations. They have been shown the folly of pulling down other 
people’s houses before providing them with better domiciles. 

Missionaries who are sent out to the world go as messengers of peace 
and light. They are not commissioned to tear the creeds of the world to 
pieces. When they do so they act unwisely and also contrary to the 
counsels of the leaders of the Church. Sometimes when attacks are made 
by clerical adversaries it may become necessary to refer to the erroneous 
notions, palmed upon the world as Christian doctrine by the contending 
sects of the day. This, however, can be done in a proper spirit, and not 
for the purpose of ridiculing the religion of sincere people or exciting 
animosity by trampling upon their feelings. 

“Mormonism,” as it is nicknamed by its opponents, recognizes the value 
of truth wherever it is found. It does not aim to take away from any 
creed such truths as may be incorporated therein, nor does it assume that 
any form of religion, Christian or Pagan, is destitute of truth. Its purpose 
is to add to such correct principles as are adopted by the various sects, 
higher and greater truths which will harmonize with what they have. Of 
course, these will come into collision with the errurs that are entertained, 
and will have the effect of arousing the hostility of persons who live by 
promulgating them, and also of others who love darkness rather than 
light. But the purpose in view in the preaching of the latter day Gospel 
is not destruction. It is to exalt the truth of God and enlighten and lift 
up mankind. 

The Savior said, “I come not to send peace on the earth but a sword.” 
He explained this by showing that the principles He advocated would set 
the father against the son, and the mother against the daughter, the result 
of which would be that “a man’s greatest foes shall be they of his own 
household.” This was because some members of a family would receive 
the truth, while others of the family would reject it. The same condition 
of affairs exists to-day. Yet Jesus is called the “Prince of Peace.” But 
the peace that comes from Him is enjoyed only by His disciples. They 
who are not for Him are against Him, and the animosity aroused by the 
truth provokes the children of error to attack the children of light. 
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